
Briefs
Wednesday, May 15, 6:00 West 

Platte School Board, Central 
Office

 7:00 Baccalaureate at the 
West Platte Performing Arts 
Center - Weston Ministerial 
Alliance

Thurs. May 16 - 9:00 a.m. - HS 
Awards Assembly

See it live!
Friday, May 17th - 7am-10am 

The Fox4 Morning Show 
team will broadcast live from 
Main and Market Streets. 

 
Fri. May 17-18 - State Track 

2019 Platte County 
Clean-up

Friday and Saturday, 
May 17 & 18

7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Citizens of Platte County are 

encouraged to participate in our 
annual clean-up.  

Residents may drop off items 
at the County Public Works 
Department located at 15955 
Highway 273, Tracy, MO. (I-
29 Exit 20). This service is not 
intended for businesses.

Please have proper identifica-
tion to verify your Platte County 
residency or land ownership, 
(i.e. driver’s license, water bill 
or property tax receipt).

Sat. May 18 -4th Annual Weston 
Wine Festival - Event will be 
held rain or shine.

Sun. May 19 - 3:00 - West Platte 
Graduation - West Platte HS

3-6 Open House at the area’s 
newest event center, Laurel 
Brooke Farm, 22520 Co. 
Rd. M

Fri. May 24 - Last day of West 
Platte School, early dismissal 
at 1:15

May 25 - Weston Moonshin-
er’s Car Club hosts monthly 
cruise-ins on Main Street in 
Historic Weston Missouri on 
the 4th Saturday- No Rain 
Outs. 

Monday, May 27 - Memorial 
Day

Tues. May 28 - 7:00 - Weston 
Planning & Zoning, City Hall

Tues. May 28 -31 - 10-12:30 - 
Boys Basketball Camp

Fri. & Sat. 
May 31 & June 
1 - Weston 
Community 
Garage Sale 
More than 50 garage sales will 
be held in and around Weston. 
Offerings will include antiques, 
furniture, games, clothing, 
household goods and much 
more. Maps may be picked up 
in May at Weston businesses, 
participating garage sales and 
the Weston Chronicle, 18275 
Hwy.45 N. For more informa-
tion, call (816) 640-2251.
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Water District 3 Ready 
to Leave Weston Water

Commencement 
Weekend Is Here

West Platte will graduate 45 seniors Sunday in Commencement 
Exercises that begin at 3:00 p.m. at the high school. In the mean-
time, reunion classes will also enjoy time together. Inside you will 
find the photos of all the seniors, with their parents names and the 
businesses and individuals who support them. More information 
will be available in next week’s issue.

Joe Matthews, chairman of 
Water District 3, and the district’s 
former attorney turned consultant 
John Barry, told the Weston Board 
of Aldermen the district is ready to 

Noah Johnson slid in to home plate just ahead of the ball at 
the opening district game Friday afternoon. The Jays defeated 
the KC Lutheran Knights 15-0 first round. West Platte’s season 

ended Monday when they lost 3-2 to the Lone Jack Mules in 
the Class 2, District 12 baseball semifinal game. Districts were 
played at West Platte’s newly renovated baseball field.

Mike Large and Dan Bird cooked fish while 
friends waited to help serve the fish and fries to 
those waiting to help the Gerald Shroyer family 
with medical expenses. Watching or waiting to 
help were (left to right) Mike Roberts, Michael 
and Sarah Norman, Eric Mosier, Larry “Chirp” 

Lundy and Tracy Large.  
They served 200 pounds of fish, 150 pounds 

of potatoes, 120 hot dogs and multiple des-
serts. The Masons raised well over $4000 and 
wanted to thank the people of Weston for their 
generosity.

pursue buying water from Kansas 
City if their concerns about their 
water rates aren’t addressed.

That was just one of a number 
of topics brought to the Alder-
men in a packed house meeting 
that lasted more than four hours 
Monday, May 13.

More than a dozen residents of 
the Humes Addition came to ask 
the Aldermen to find a solution to 
the low water crossing into their 
subdivision from Goodlet Circle. 
They also heard a request from 
some Chamber members for an 
audit of the Chamber, shot down 
a suggestion that the recycling 
dumpsters be moved to City Hall, 
discussed water turnon fees and 
an employee time clock program.

The water rates for both Dis-
tricts 3 and 7 went up earlier this 
year. They had been paying the 
rates on an extended contract that 
the city said was too low to cover 
costs. Both now say the new rates 
cover too much.

No one from District 7 was at 
the meeting, but Mr. Barry was 
also their attorney until a couple of 
years ago.  At one point, however, 
he noted that the people in the 
districts were paying 70 percent of 
the water production costs (based 
on their water usage).

Mr. Barry disputed the numbers 
included in a rate study done last 
year that included depreciation 
costs for the water plant improve-
ments done in the 2010 upgrade. 
He said the depreciation should 
only be on the amount paid by 
the city, and that it was inflated 
because depreciation was being 
charged on improvements made 
with grant money. 

“That is not a cost the city paid,’ 
he said. Fifty percent of the money 
came from federal or state grants. 

Grants are not depreciable. The 
cost should be cut in half so you 
recover the actual costs.

He also said it was unfair to 
charge for future expenses to 
maintain the system. “It is really 
a wish list,” he said. “We question 
why you would pay in advance for 
hypothetical repairs.”

Finally, they disputed having 
any charge for the water tower at 
Hwy. P because they had success-
fully drawn water from the meter 
before the tower was built. Joe 
Matthews said later that thy don’t 
need the tower’s pressure. 

“We’re operating in the same 
fashion. What’s delivered to us is 
the same as before the tower,” he 
said. “We’re paying for growth.”

Mr. Barry told the Aldermen 
that if they couldn’t get water 
based on reasonable facts, they 
shouldn’t have to pay. “The dis-
trict could get water from a larger, 
more reliable source of water at a 
wholesale cost below $4.00,” he 
said. “They would have to explore 
that alternative.

He asked for a dialogue on 
how much depreciation should 
be charged. 

Platte City pays $2.35 per cubic 
foot of water, plus a 20¢ repump-
ing charge. A cubic foot of water 
contains 748 gallons, $3.41 per 
1,000 gallons. That is more than 
the actual water cost charged to 
either district.  Both pay $3.10 per 
1,000 gallons. District 3 pays an 
additional $1.13 per 1,000 gallons 
for use of the city’s distribution 
system from the plant to the District 
3 meter at Hwy. P. The system in-
cludes both water towers, reservoir 
pumping station and pipes.

Mayor George said they would 
review the documents.

City Considers Naming, 
Reopening Downtown Park

The downtown Weston City 
Park could reopen soon, and with 
a new name. The Park Board is 
considering naming either the 
gazebo or entire park “Ben Hol-
laday Park.” 

The park has been closed since 
flooding in March due to concerns 
about contamination. Rick Stout, 
President of the Park  Board, said 
on May 23, it would be 60 days 
since the flood waters receded, 
and it would be a good time to test 
for e-coli and fecal coliform with 
the goal of reopening the park. 
He suggested that the board could 
ad mulch on top of the existing 
mulch, as they would do in regular 
maintenance, if the sun, cold, wind 
and rain had done their natural job 
of cleaning the surfaces. Testing 
will take place at five spots in the 
playground.

Cost of that option is about 
$4500. Removing the existing 
mulch, sending it to a landfill and 
spreading a much deeper amount 
of mulch could be three times that 
amount. 

The testing takes up to two 
weeks, so the park could be open 
in early to middle June.

The city will also look into 
the possible need for insurance 
and waiver forms for volunteers 
working on public property, such 
as the parks.

Mayor Steven George’s plan 
for a Clean, Green Weston took 
a step back after he proposed that 
the recycling dumpsters be moved 
from the enclosed, lockable lot at 
the city garage to City Hall, near 
the glass recycling bin.

He suggested a dumping fine 
and security camera to keep people 
from trashing the area.

Kim Kirby jumped in and said 
it would be unsightly, Michael Go-
enzel said there would be trouble 
with non-recyclables being put in 
the bins. Rebecca Rooney said it 
was going to look like a city dump 
and that people abused it badly 
when the bins were out before. 

Mike Large, public works, said 

they were doing good with Sat-
urday recycling (and Wednesday 
night) and that to have longer hours 
they would need two more people.

He did better with a suggestion 
that there be more prominent signs 
on the trash cans reminding people 
they  could not carry around open 
containers of alcohol. He also said 
there would need to be signs in 
areas along Welt, Spring and Short 
Streets, although they may also go 
on new trash cans. 

The aldermen will work on 
changing the speed limit ordinanc-
es to make many of the downtown 
streets uniformly 15 miles per hour.

Survey Review
Michael Soler gave an update 

on the Citizen Survey done in 
March and a compensation study. 
He said the city was very complex 
in the jobs it did. He said it was not 
fair to always ask for more from 
employees outside their regular 
jobs. “They may be unintentionally 
over-reaching because nobody’s 
doing it.” He cited Kip McGrath 
doing IT work, that takes away 

from his work as a policeman as 
an example.

Annexation progress is still 
waiting for a report from engineers 
detailing the contents of any sew-
age coming from McCormick for 
treatment in the City’s lagoons.

Speaking of lagoons, they are 
still out of commission, but the 
city is working with the EPA and 
DNR to take steps to get them 
back on line.

Asking for Audit
Rick Stout presented a letter, 

signed by 12 downtown merchants 
asking for an audit of the Chamber, 
a requirement that the Chamber use 
the same purchasing and bidding 
requirements the city uses, and a 
review of the City’s contract with 
the Chamber. 

In the 15 years since the 3/4¢ 
sales tax passed, the Chamber 
has received more than $750,000 
from the tax to promote economic 
development, marketing of Weston 
and provide a Visitors Center.

Humes Road Crossing 
Still on the Agenda

Aldermen will go back to the 
drawing board to try to find a solu-
tion to the Humes Road Crossing 
that connects Goodlet Circle to six 
homes south of a creek that has 
nearly destroyed the only way in.

Wilson Company Engineering 
drew up plans for a concrete bridge 
four years ago, but the city didn’t 
have the money for a $400,000 
structure.

Since then the city has bud-
geted $200,000 for the bridge and 
looked for a lower price, but safe 
alternative. 

Monday, James Lowe sug-
gested a box culvert, an option 
former Alderman Mark Seymour 

had opposed because it would 
disturb the stream bed. 

By the end of the discussion, 
they decided to talk to Wilson about 
the best alternative and try to get 
the cost down.

The city has also budgeted 
$100,000 for the Thomas Street 
Parking Lot and expects to have 
a surplus at the end of the year.

David Holsgren, one of about a 
dozen residents of the area, asked 
what the city’s plan was if the 
crossing was totally destroyed. 

James Lowe said they didn’t 
have one, “but we would find a 
way to help you.”


